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Tothe meek and open hearted Lambes; 
and Flock of Heaven, in meekneſs of :. 
Love, with Greetings of Peace from * ;} 
the Seat of Infinite Mercy; tendered } |} 
unto, and ſent tobe read among them 1 
all, who livein the humble State. -... ' 
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Here was a time of blackneſs and darkyeſ, which covered all fleſh , andthe | | 
guilt of ſin was upon all conſciences ; and hardneſs of heart peſſ, o ed every veſ- | | 
ſel, «nd the minds of all was a tray from God, and their ſouls in the bonds of ini | 
' quity , in the day when none was able to deliver bis brather , O who can utter the 
diſtreſs and the languiſbing ftate, which the ſheep theu ſcattered were in, O theſe- | | 
cret groanes of the outcaſts of Iſrael which God hath now gathered, why ſhould it be < I Þ 
forgotten, who could pluck their feet then ont of the ſnare, or deliver their ſoul frons | :\$" 
death; had wot the Lord tn mercy locked down from Heaven, ſurely many bad ſunt 
in the pit of miſery , and never come to ſee the light of the morning, fer the which 
the bowels of the humble yearned in ſecret, the fights were deep inthe ſolli- | 
tary place, , F: 
fed then did the Lord in the bemels of his mercy let open bus eare , and for his | \! 
own names ſake had regard unto the complaint of the poor and needy. and hecanſed | Wt 
light to break,out of darkneſs, and truth to ſpring fromits ſecret hidden place , aud | | 
life to grow up inthe mudft of death , and to breakthrough the powers of dm wal? | 
and the Lord in his power gave utterance t3 bis ſervants and meſſengers , and they | \ }\þ 
were the words of his truth as food to the hungry , and with much gladnel(s of heart. | | 
was the ſound of the way of life by many recarved ;then did love bggin to ariſe inthe | |IÞ 
heart; and a tenderneſs in the bowels, and a willingneſs in the mind, and thenwas a , | IT 
Joy likg the joy of harveſt among the people, and many beg an to invite one another, 
ſazing come and wewillreturn to the Lord, and ne-will reſolve to walkin hispathy _ FF 
for ever, then was the voice of thankgg iv) the People, and the waye: of the | a. 
Lord became mure delight ſome then Gold, and the footſteps of righteonſneſr more | i 
pleaſant than allthe Treaſnre in the world. O it even melts the beart to remensb er | 
the dajes that are paſt, and to conſider the infimte geodneſ; of himithat it the Gad of 
the peer andyeedy, then were many made willing to yus and to leavetbeir filrby gare | | i 
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wents behind thexs,ever before they well knew how to do it, O how loathſome was 
in in that day, aud how weariſeme nas the land of darkneſs, and hew deſirable e- 
ven beyond expreſſinn, was the unſatisfied thirfting ſoul after the preſence of God. 
could the treaſure of the earth then have given peace > or could Silver have ſatiſ- 
fied the hanory heart ? or could the choyſeſt love of the moſt neareſt relations I ave 
quenched the thirſt of the perched ground ? Surely nmme but the Lord was then de- 
fred, yea other levers becam? as loathſome, and aher delights bacame burthen- 
ſome to the weary Travellers and all vanities began tovani(h as a vapour of ſmoak, 

and the wind of Heaven was dayly @ ſcattering the chafe, aud the barren Womb 

wouried for the quicknins life of Goa , who had put 1t wto the hearts of Þic loxg 

ef flifted ſcattered oner, to follow hins in the wayes of truth and equity, and then did 

the Lord viſit ſach again and again in his loving kindneſs, by his ſervants, whoſe 

living words of truth through them , did yet mnre open the underſtandings , and 
* hearts, and ſatisfie the judgements of the humble people, 1m the knowieage of the 
way toreſt and peace. in leaving the evil and chuſing the good, and to walk and 

come to live therein for ever, 

And then came the time of tryal and exereiſe , whenthe cro(s muſt be taken ny 

tothe warlds wayes, and alſo fooliſh vanitiesleft behind, andthe needleſ; words ng 

longer uſed, nor that rel:gion continued any longer , inwhich made nothing perfett : 

then did the people gaze and wonder, and the relations and the acquaintance ſtood 

like as from David afar of, and they was every ones greateſt enemy with the light 

fomnd in his own houſe, then did the Tribes of the earth nywrn then did the Drag | 
gon ftretch {orth his power, then did the donubtings, and fears, and thoughts, and uy | 
belief come roleing in like fl9eds, O the pg that many then were in, even ſeem- 
ing greater than any before, and none but the Lordcould deliver , ſo that then the 
' erierwere doubled , and the ſecret groanes came an afreſh again, and the greater 
' thecriezof ſuch were, the more they prevailed with him that was to help , but with 
bisrod he forced them to ſubmit unto his will , by departing out of that which had 
cauſed hin to frown upon thems, and by leaving that which had polluted their dwel- 
ling, and as they began toobey him therein, ſo he began to let forth the ſmiles of his 
faveur towards them , and when they offended agars he chaftized them ſore , and 
feourged them font heir negligence, andcorrefted them fovanſe they forgot their 
obedience to bus will , and as thereby they drew neer unto him, heeaſed he ftroat 
of his Inftice, let them taft of his mercy, & ſometimes invited them with love as 
a father drameth the child: aud thus he leſt not working with then , and in then; 
by his own ſecret wiſdome and power, until he had brought thens to be after the de- 
fire of his heart that he might delight in them for ever,and that they night never 
rare be (cattered npon the barren hillt, nor jet the dark monntains. ' 

And as obedience in truth and Innocency was willingly yeildedto thi Lord , 

| peace begauto take hold ; and [atisf ation got ſome entrance, and alittle ſecrer 
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hope there was mhichbecame as an Pic to the ſoul , againf the ftormy time » 
aud alſoin the nndſs thereof; and as Iniquity was departed from ſo there came into 
the humble heart ſome ſatisfattion from God ; and ſome fability inhis way of 
righteouſneſs, and then refreſhings of life attended the heart inthe morning, and 
rhe water whichrevieweth the Thirty began to openit ſelf in the midſt of a barren 
Land ; and then nithing was more deſired then the livin upon that food with which 
the Gad of heaven doth pouriſh only bt: Children; which , freely gave and brought 
down even ner to the'Tents of litacl, and be canſed hem to know his ſtatutes and 
his judgments , and he put bis perfeit Lawin the midft of them , and his mercy 
Seat within the Vaile, that they might ache Counſel at the living Oracle , and he 

gave them his ſpirit, which all the circumciſed of heart dorightly know tobe the 

cheifeſt good, andtothis end did he beſtow that mot pretions gift upon them, and 

gave that ſpiric of life into them,even tognid,comn(el, and direit ynforme, infirutt, 

regroue, defend, and ſuccour thenk. and nouriſh their ſonls for evermore, and ſo be 

ſer before them the way in whichthey ſhould walk with him”, wherein he would be 

their father and the Rock of their ſtrength , and made known nnto them the ſecret 

miteries of his heavenly beſſed will, which bad been longwoncealed; and doth yet 

ſo remane "ang the diſobedient , and covered from the Children of mey, 

And when even. the Gedof Abraham Ifack and |2:0b had done' all this, and 
much mare fer you. .O ye now well beloved freinds  then-did he begin to'try your 
Patience , and to excererſe you yet further to prove you, and to make known unto you 
even imre that which had long beenin the heart, and then he ſuffered a calme to 
C122 9ver you & mich quietneſs there was with many.& then did the enensy begin 
10 alay again to bring into careleſneſs, and preſent a [| priyit of ['umber, with dulneſs, 
avid reg lt o ence attending, and then the ſeed was again burthened therewith , aud 
the upright hearted dnrft not give way thexeunto, before whoſe © jes the pure hea- 
wvenly fear ſ#ill remaineth, ſurely it were a./maſt endleſs to yelate the ſundry tryals 
ard ſtates which hath been known among the flock of Jacob, Who could have be- 
leived thatithe reng ſhould have been ſo tempted as they were, and the mighty ſo 
#[aulteddivets ways as they have been, and yet that the weakeſt who continued 1n 
the grace » whichteacheth to deny nnnodlineſs ſhonld ftand and remaine, andvow 
wonderfully hath the Lord preſerved his whole flock anto this day , even ſo that 
with true g/adneſs of heart in living praiſes it might truly be ſaid, that no weapon 
formed againſt Gods Iſrael hath to this day yet ever proſpered, though no man 
hath appeared either in felld or Court on their behalfe , nor viſable hand appear- 
ed for the defence of the flock of Heaven, O where 55 that Lamb of the fould who 
no Bands in the Covenant of redemption that cant breath forth the praiſer of 
God, in the heart breaking power of his Love andthe (enſible feeling of bus tender 

nſpeakable mercies, Behold Ofreinds the goodneſs of God 15 wnitterable,ne 1 have 
vor wards to expreſs it, and ſuch that feel it may taft of it, aya drink of the ms ; 
TT A 2 freres7 , 
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thereof, beyond the uarrowneſs of my A240 ſpeech, and let ſuch: draw ntere nnto 
me, and let theſe that which bendeth and cloaſeth up in the bowels, that we may 
meet at the emtrance of Wiſdome: gate , and lrve one with amther and one in any _ 
ther, ſo as the world did never know « either in their nature ſhall ever underſtand 
for my heart us fil'd with love, and my dwelling « inlarged with the beundleſ® 
borders of peace and my life ſtreame: forth in meekneſs; Behold there is none cau 
op it, where the ſeed ſprings np as a Lilly , "and where the dawning of rhe day is 
witneſſed.where undefiled love which cannot think evil hath it; reſting place , aud 
where the true /implicity of meckneſrremaines, 

Even there my lines are read . my words are heard my mind is known my lan- 
guage underſtord my love received, and even my life takes enterance ; What ſhall 
{ fay 1 am with, neere or in the midſt of all the Innocent Lambs by the wertue of 
that praey and inviſible ſpirit which filleth all in all ? and in ſilence with you 
eonld I long reft , where the world ſhould neuher know nor yet percerve me, and 
the ſame bread which I receive inthe inviſible pover, and break wnts, or diſperce 
among the Lambs of Ged, who can feed upon no other , Even ſo the ſame tsit 
by which my ſoul at preſent dvih live. Tea bebold [ !rve who once was dead: 
And my - 1s hid among the reſt with Chriſt in him, from whence the Heavenly 
food , and the ſouls ſaving, and hearts ſatisfying power arth come. 

And thts ut to ſtir up your minds, to put youn rewembrarce of the Lords dea» 
ling with you,aud bu large Loving kindneſs towards 109 aud his effeftual work _of 
leve in you.that you may never forget hins,norbe unmindful of his fatherly pity to- 
wards us all,when we were all inonr low eſt ate,and that you may feel the reUVIVINgs 
of bu vertue andthe Inlivnings of his pomer,and the quicknings of bus Sptz it, That 
yea may grow therein and wax fruifull ro God : and come tobe ſeated, andeſta- 
blifhed in the land of life, Bleſſed from Heaven , with much more fraitful ;y- 
creaſe then the Land of Goſhan ; That the fruit of Lebannon may be kxown and 
the Roſe of Sharon , and your ſelves as the Ceaders that are full of Seap and 
your life as the Vine that never wanteth nouriſhment, whoſe fruit abouydeth tothe 
tlading of the Vine Dreſſor , That the Lard my rejozce over his heritage , and 

delight himſelf in the midſt of Lion , and be glorified in his people , aud admired 
of all them that belerve, 
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He Lord God of Heaven preſerve all every where, in the Love long ſuffering, 
forbearance meekneſs; gentleneſs ; out of the ſtrife, or ſeif ſeeking : For 
Farely woe will come upon that Spirit wherever the Lord finds it, and even the 
Lord knoweth the defires of my heart intrne ſimplicity hath been., That hisrigh- 
{ 80M 
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tens Indgments might paſs betimes nyon every appearance thereof in my ſelf, 
Neither do I believe that Ged will ever proſper it in any ; noy any with it, There- 
fore my Exhortation in the Everlaſting Love of the God of Heaven is, That yon 
all every where live in true brotherly love, and remember loſephs advice to bus 
breathren , that they fall nst ont by theway : The Heavenly God of power , and 
life and wertue kgep you ont of all this, in the life of Wiſdome and meekneſs ; where 
Strife ſhall never inhagit, nor death enter within the wallsef Zion, in which their 
dwelling is , who keep themſelves undefil'd, ani remainesin thefear of God, tv 
whows 1 commit you all , and to the power of the ward of his ſaving grace , praying 
to the Lord for you, That ever more you may continue in the Love of Chriſt. From 
the feelling and refreſhings whereof inthe heart , this is written unto you by hins 
that in the truth can ſerve the leaſt of jou, | 


Being your Freind Humphery Smith. 


Ni Friends this is a t1me of quietneſs & ftillneſs,or atime for you ſo to be,and 
here hath been a large time of gathering ,& for coxvincing, nowthe Lord 

s proving and trying them that are gathered . And after this tine bleſſed and 
thrice happy ſhall they be that are found fauthful in it , and worthy to be Crowned 
with Heavenly honony, and to be further 1im1ployed 11 Gods ſervice, and to remaine 
4s Pillers among the flock of Heaven , and as Lights to invite others home to the 
delling of God. And now ſhould a/l friends be kept in wiſdome ; and take heed 
what words they uſe among men, or concerning any men , though they ds camtrive 
againſt us ; had the Lord left usnwhere they are , and (et them where he hath pla- 
redus: then might we have been this day as 1gnorant of the way of peace 
towards Enenmies . andof the path of Tunscency and Righteouſneſs as they now are, 
but the Lord hath ſpemed us mercy ; And I ſay the God of heaven fargrve them 
and defend #1; And all that dwvels in this may come at laſt to ſee atime of greas 
ter gathering then ever yet was; Oh my Pen canmt writeit, And if all were 
quiet in their own meaſures, and little at all were moved in that meaſwe,citherts 
write, Print or ſpeak at this time , waiting ſingly upon God; Oh he would plead 
for us, and he alone would help us, and keep us as in hu_ Armes, until the indignati- 
*n were over paſt, And this I write.that you might kyowof my continual confidence 
in the Lord, if he had , or did not at this timoraiſe up, or make uſe of any of us ts 
help hims, or tobe workers together with him. But aremmant he hath whoſe he: 715 


be Inlargeth with prajer , and fome of them xuth ſtrong inward deſires and groans 


& ſome-withmttrance todeclarethe good will of God unto 6thers i your aſfemblyr, 
ard ſome ſteadfaſtly to believe in God that he will never leave u5,and all this aſ- 
cend; up before the Lard even as one ſacr1;ice , and he that hath heard and had 
mercy ow ns when we were not his people ,and turned nat back our compiaints in that 
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day; O how ſhall he now ſorget us, now we are, his people, and are purchaſed unto, 


" PG 
him with 4 Rand(ome more pretious then all the Gold in the IVorld; wha @ it a- 
wg all the flock of God ; but have already bad much experience of bis Love , 
good will md merc y;and whereforethen ſhould an) of the ſons or dawghters of Zion, 
ſuppoſe that God will ever forſake or leave then in diſbreſs ;, 1 ev21 fay doubtle(; 
and certainly it will not be ſo, but the Lord will ftand by ns ; and the God of the 
whole earth will go before us, and the wonderful , arendf ul, powerful preſence of 
the moſt high will be with us, over ts, amongſt us, and 11 ty for ever nzore , and 
we ſhall certa'nly be preſerved by bus power, | G 
And by this my tenders of love in thoſe Lines, all the dear and humble hearted 
freinds of Chriſt may hear from ane » and underſtand that ſomthing of the 
wirtue of the Vine. it, aud remaineth m me , and if the will of God ſhould be 
ſo, that my body ſuffer inthis cloſe unſavory Priſon many noonths or ſeveral 
years longer , yet ſhall the Lard be my God for ever and my reſt unts the 
end of troubles, and in ſilence and ſecret ſhall, ; and doth, my heart and ſoul, 
* prure forth interceſſionto the Throne of power , in the behalf of bis own truth 
and people « and for every feeble plant which God hath planted, 

And when I have put you in mind that you ought not to forſake the aſſemP!ing 

of your ſelves together, I leave you to God at preſent. H.S. 

Wincheſter Priſon the 3cth of 
the firſt Month1 662. 


Ni you ſhould all take beed of that which wonld lead you up an eaſier way thes 
by the light that condemns ſin , and verrifies ard troubles you , for by it doh 
Gon ſpeak, ard in it calls for yepentarce; aud init Hive with you, and many more 
fo Ftrongly, that they cannot reft n 'ght nor day, being not yet reconcile toit, but 
this conſider thas this will not always Frive with the: efofe whild the light ir, 
ard irnot pmt ont, if you will hear his voice, by whoſe God ſpeaks peace, that peace 
you might enjoy for ever, then take heed of that by which a hardneſs comes upm 
the heart, and a V, aile {o thick with unbeliefe that the ITHe mourning ir doxe awa) 
there cannot be then a ſecret crying untothe Lord, for helpe and aeliverarce inthe 
truzbrokene(s of heart, which openeth it to God, with bowels of Love and teare;, 
wherby Gods mercy ts felt but a hardneſs upon the heart ard a wrong thing ache for 
peace in the uubeliefe, from that, which darkneth, trke heed of this thing, and this 
know aſſuredlythat when trouble comes 1n the mward parts, and the rumour of War 
ihard between the two Nations, J1cob and Eſau both in the Womb, and the light 
condemnins in the heart which hath beex Fleſhly, aud the Witneſs of God awah- 
ning the Conſcience that then if there be not a brokeneſs thereby and a mollifying of 
thehcart and a humbling of the lofty part then will hardueſs take place,and Rebul- 
lion prevail withthee agairitthe light. Therefore init: ſeaſon let theſething! 
have entraxce in yon,and come tothat which can receive it in love faithfule[1,9n/ 
plaineſs a5 it 15 written, . H.S, 
Deare 
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Eare Lambs of my Fathers fould, keep cloſe together in the uniry of the il 

holy Spicic, in this day which is coming upon you, for you will be driven '! 
as ſheep ro the (laughter, bur I ay, inthar which was, before the wrath of the | 
enemy was, fear not , for the horſe and the rider ſhall be cyerchrown , by 
which the rider ſhall be difinabled to go on in his purpoſe: for I looked and 
deheld, thar the fore feer of his horſe was chained, anda fence wasin his way, 
and by reaſon of the eagerneſs of his horſe , he was overthrown , by which | 
means he was maimed of his arme ; and you were left upon your green Pa- 
{tures, though ſome of your wooll was ſcattered and waſted , which is the | 
worſt thing ch ſhall befal you : if you keep cloſe ro God, he will certainl 
keep you in this day and houre which is coming , yea and is even at rows 
watch and pray, that ye enter not into tempration, yea, what I ſay unto one, I 
ſay untoall, watch, and fear not man, but God, ſo will you be kept clean over 
all co his everlaſting praiſe for ever and ever ſo ſaith my ſoul Amen, 


Who am your ſuffering Brother, known by 
Lars. of Charles Baley, 
Seen and given forth in Dover 
priſon the 15th, day of 
the 1 month, 1661, 
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The End. 


